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As part of both my Employment Development Review 2008 and also Continuing Professional Development. I identified a need to develop my understanding and knowledge of the MODES collection management software. 
The grant from the NW fed funded the course fees, accommodation and travel to attend the advanced Modes course which was held at the Modes Users Association’s offices in Derby.
I had previously attended the two-day introduction course in 2007, funded by the Museum service. As a result of this training I had begun to implement the Museum’s documentation plan which includes transferring all of the Manchester Regiment Museum’s paper records to MODES and clearing the data with a view to the information becoming available on-line through the website.  

After attending the advanced training course on 4th September 2008 I have continued with the documentation programme with better skills and more knowledge.  
Since attending the advanced course I have put my knowledge into practice by entering and cleaning the Regimental collection database, and this has proved very useful on a day to day basis as I now have a growing knowledge of the collection, which means I can help the Regimental Curator, in both locating an object for exhibitions or display planning and also in general management of the collection and answering enquiries.

After attending the MODES advanced course I have begun to work on other Museum databases administered by the Museum Service. Although I do not have a postgraduate degree in Museum Studies my line manager has identified and harnessed my natural understanding and skill in data-processing and information management. My professional development is being invested in to ensure that I have a future in the profession and my knowledge is enhanced. This advanced Modes course has complimented other computer courses which I have been encouraged to attend in the past year including Access, advanced excel and word processing, which have significantly developed my skill set in this area.

