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Current Archaeology Conference, Cardiff 2009

In 2009, the NWFed of Museums awarded me a Professional Development grant to attend the Current Archaeology Festival being held in Cardiff. The conference, which was held in February, focussed on current research into various archaeological themes and issues around the country. 
I was very keen to attend the conference in Cardiff to update my knowledge of current archaeological issues and to take the opportunity to visit a range of museums and sites to view examples of best practice and increase my skills in archaeological interpretation. 
The conference began with a day-long trip to Caerleon, the site of one of the three legionary fortresses in Britain, and Caerwent, a Roman town nearby.
At Caerleon, we saw the fully excavated and consolidated amphitheatre, the legionary barrack blocks and the bath house. It was really useful looking round these sites to see how they had been interpreted – the amphitheatre and barrack blocks with informative but concise panels and the bath house more in-depth interpretation panels and displays. The remains of the bath house were covered with a roof as they would have been in Roman times and water ripples were projected onto parts which would have contained water. This, along with printed fabric panels hanging from the ceiling to represent where walls and columns would have been helped to give visitors a feeling that they were inside the bath house rather than just looking at remains in the ground. We later visited the legionary museum at Caerleon which has a fantastic collection of Roman military equipment, intaglios and tombstones. I felt that the displays were quite dated could have been more detailed, but a more modern reconstruction of a barrack block room was very effective and we received further information on artefacts from members of staff. 
At Caerwent, we walked around the remains of the Roman town which included a Romano-British temple, a forum and basilica, a villa and a large circuit of the town walls. We were taken on this tour by Dr Peter Guest, who had excavated the sites, and Richard Brewer, who was responsible for interpreting the remains in National Museums Wales. It was very interesting and useful hearing both the archaeological and museological views on these sites and I found their discussions on how to reconstruct what was happening in Caerwent in Roman times thought provoking and inspiring. 
The following two days of the conference were based across two sites - the University of Cardiff and the National Museum. There were a variety of sessions which I attended, but those which I found most useful were half-day sessions focussing on the relationship between Romans and Barbarians (because there were papers given on current research into the lives of Roman soldiers and civilians which tied in with my redevelopment plans for our Roman archaeology gallery) and the Vikings (because I am planning an exhibition on the Viking in 2010). 

The conference will also provide excellent networking opportunities with archaeologists and museum professionals from this country and further a field and I have benefited directly from contacts made at the Manx Heritage Centre, Isle of Man and at National Museums Wales. 

Attending the conference supported my continuous professional development and helped me achieve two of my CPD+ goals – to increase my knowledge of current archaeological issues and themes and make new contacts through networking with archaeologists and museum professionals in my field. 
Overall I had a thoroughly enjoyable and very useful trip to Cardiff. 
Leaning outcomes
My learning outcomes for this trip were to gain: 
· a greater understanding of current archaeological issues relating to museums

· a greater understanding of archaeological themes, particularly the Romans and the Vikings which would benefit me personally and my institution where I will be interpreting these themes.

· new ideas on interpretation of archaeological themes which would benefit me and my institution

· networking opportunities with archaeologists and museum professionals from around the world.
I really feel that I did achieve all four learning outcomes and have found the information I gained, and the contacts I made very helpful in my work. 





















